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service', and this support will no doubt help to make a reality of the
scheme.
For the relief of necessitous cases there are in Oxfordshire the volun-
tary funds of the poor box in the city magistrates' court and the
combined area probation fund. These charities amount to about £zo
a year each and are maintained by the voluntary contributions of the
magistrates; in addition, the former has a small income from legacies.
The poor box is administered by the magistrates, and the combined
area fund by three justices of the peace from the combined area acting
through the male probation officer. The persons relieved are not
limited to those who are brought before the courts. A typical appli-
cant is the individual who gets stranded in Oxford and comes to
the police for help in getting home. By them he is sent on to the
organizers of one or other of these funds, from which he may obtain
the advance of his fare home, which he invariably promises to repay
and sometimes does. The Association for Clothing Poor Children,
maintained by voluntary contributions from the police, gives sub-
stantial but unassuming assistance in necessitous homes. The
Abingdon borough court established a poor box in 1936. One of
its sources of income is from that part of the profits of the Sunday
opening of the Abingdon cinemas which is paid to the borough
council for charitable purposes. The Berkshire probation fund has
an income of some £3 5 a year from subscriptions. For the specific
assistance of prisoners discharged from Oxford prison there is the
Oxford Prison Benefaction Fund, the result of past endowment,
amounting to about £120 per year, administered by the visiting
justices as trustees. The original provisions of the endowment,
limiting it to prisoners from Oxford and excluding debtors from
its benefits, have been abolished and the fund itself now forms
part of the funds of the Oxfordshire Discharged Prisoners' Aid
Society.
The functions of the Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society are perhaps
sufficiently indicated by its title, as it undertakes to do anything
whatsoever that may help to rehabilitate a discharged prisoner. The
organization is a national one with a local society for every prison
in the country. The Oxfordshire society was formed in 1924. Since
the closing of the prisons at Reading and Aylesbury,1 the society has
co-ordinated its work with the societies for Berkshire and Bucking-
hamshire through a joint committee, which meets annually, and an
1 A hope that it might be possible, in the not too distant future, to close Oxford
Prison -^as expressed by the Home Secretary in the House of Commons on July 2yth,
1938.

